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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment and remarks received on 28 July 2006 have been 
entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1, 3-13, 15-23, 25, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

4. Independent claims 1,13, 23, 25, and 27 have been amended to include a 
limitation of the adhesive tapes being provided on the entire surface of the main frame. 
This limitation is not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The Examiner recognizes 
applicant's submission that a basis for this amendment is recited on page 12, lines 4-18 
of the specification. However, after reviewing this section of applicant's specification, 
the Examiner finds no basis for this amendment. The Examiner also notes that none of 
applicant's figures clearly show this feature. 
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5. Thus, this additional limitation to the claims is deemed new matter. Due to their 
dependency upon independent claims 1 and 13, claims 3-12 and 15-22 are also 
rejected for failing to comply with the written description requirement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1,3-13, 15-23, 25, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Isohata (US 6,288,489). 

8. The applied reference has a common inventor with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 

9. Regarding independent claim 1 , Figure 4 of Isohata shows a plasma display 
apparatus comprising a plasma display panel (10), circuit substrates (11,12) having 
drive circuits (13) to drive the plasma display panel, a main frame (17) to mount the 
circuit substrates, and adhesive tapes (Figs. 5A-C, Element 1a-c) to fix the plasma 
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display panel directly to the main frame, wherein the adhesive tapes are provided on the 
entire surface of the main frame, and the main frame comprises plural small holes (7) 
arranged regularly at established intervals and entirely on the portion where the 
adhesive tapes contact the main frame and are fixed. 

10. Regarding claim 3, Figure 7A of Isohata shows the main frame comprising plural 
small recesses on the portion, to which the adhesive tapes are fixed, of the surface to 
which the adhesive tapes are fixed. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 4, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the plural small recesses 
arranged regularly at established intervals. 

12. Regarding claim 5, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the main frame comprising plural 
small recesses provided on the surface opposite to the one to which the adhesive tapes 
are fixed. 

13. Regarding claim 6, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the plural small recesses, 
provided on the surface opposite to one to which the adhesive tapes are fixed, arranged 
regularly at established intervals. 

14. Regarding claim 7, Figure 6A of Isohata also shows the main frame comprising 
plural small projections on the surface opposite to one to which the adhesive tapes are 
fixed. 

1 5. Regarding claim 8, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the plural small projections 
arranged regularly at established intervals. 

16. Regarding claim 9, Figure 5B-C of Isohata shows the adhesive tapes comprising 
plural small holes (area between adjacent adhesive strips). 
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17. Regarding claim 10, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the plural small holes of the 
adhesive tapes arranged at established intervals. 

1 8. Regarding claim 1 1 , Figure 5 of Isohata also shows the adhesive tapes 
comprising plural small recesses on the surface in contact with the plasma display 
panel. 

19. Regarding claim 12, Figure 5 of Isohata shows the plural small recesses on the 
adhesive tapes arranged regularly at established intervals. 

20. Regarding independent claim 13, which is basically a combination of 
independent claim 1 and claim 3, Isohata discloses like limitations of independent claim 
1 and claim 3, as discussed earlier. 

21 . Regarding claim 1 5, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the main frame comprising 
plural small recesses provided on the surface opposite to the one to which the adhesive 
tapes are fixed. 

22. Regarding claim 16, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the plural small recesses, 
provided on the surface opposite to one to which the adhesive tapes are fixed, arranged 
regularly at established intervals. 

23. Regarding claim 17, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the main frame comprising 
plural small projections on the surface opposite to one to which the adhesive tapes are 
fixed. 

24. Regarding claim 18, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the plural small projections 
arranged regularly at established intervals. 
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25. Regarding claim 19, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the adhesive tapes comprising 
plural small holes (6). 

26. Regarding claim 20, Figure 6A of Isohata shows the plural small holes arranged 
at established intervals. 

27. Regarding claim 21 , Figure 5 of Isohata also shows the adhesive tapes 
comprising plural small recesses on the surface in contact with the plasma display 
panel. 

28. Regarding claim 22, Figure 5 of Isohata shows the plural small recesses on the 
adhesive tapes arranged regularly at established intervals. 

29. Regarding independent claim 23, which is basically a combination of 
independent claim 1 and claim 9, Isohata discloses like limitations of independent claim 
1 and claim 9, as discussed earlier. 

30. Regarding independent claim 25, which is basically a combination of 
independent claim 1 and claim 11, Isohata discloses like limitations of independent 
claim 1 and claim 11, as discussed earlier. 

31 . Regarding independent claim 27, Figure 4 of Isohata shows a plasma display 
apparatus comprising a plasma display panel (10), a main frame having plural small 
holes (7); circuit substrates (11,12) having drive circuits (13) and mounted on the main 
frame; and adhesive tapes (Figs. 5A-C, Element 1a-c) placed over the plural small 
holes, contacting and affixing the main frame directly to the plasma display panel, 
wherein the adhesive tapes are provided on the entire surface of the main frame, and 
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the plural small holes are arranged regularly at established intervals and entirely on a 
portion where the adhesive tapes contact the main frame and are fixed. 

Response to Arguments 

32. Applicant's arguments received 28 July 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

33. In response to applicant's argument that Isohata teaches away from the claimed 
invention, the Examiner notes that the question whether a reference "teaches away" 
from the invention is inapplicable to an anticipation analysis (MPEP § 2131 .05). In 
Figure 3, Isohata shows the plasma display panel (10) and the main frame (17a) directly 
attached with adhesive (1 ). Isohata later inserts a heat-conducting plate between the 
adhesive and the main frame (Figs. 4-5). Isohata is no less anticipatory if, after 
disclosing the invention, Isohata then disparages it. 

34. In response to applicant's argument that the screw hole of Isohata does not 
operate as a hole, the Examiner notes that the claims of the instant application only 
requires the main frame to have plural small holes. Since Figure 6A of Isohata shows 
the main frame having plural holes, even though a screw is inserted in them, the 
Examiner holds that Isohata teaches the claimed invention. 

35. In response to applicant's argument that no adhesive is recited in the 
embodiment of Fig. 7A of Isohata, the Examiner notes that Figure 7A of Isohata a view 
of the main frame after being fixed to the PDP. Isohata teaches attaching the main 
frame to the PDP directly by an adhesive (Fig. 3). Thus, the Examiner holds that 
Isohata teaches the claimed invention. 
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Conclusion 

36. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

37. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Quarterman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2461. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH (7-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on (571) 272-2457. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kevin Quarterman , 
Examiner / , i 
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